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60 

The 60-year curriculum is the modern approach to a lifetime of learning. Getting a 

EDUCAilON 

degree, getting a job and never setting foot in a classroom again are not today’s reality. 

Many people alive now will live to be 100 years old. That means people will have five to 
seven stages in their lives, not just the three traditional stages of school, work and 
retirement. A high school diploma or college degree is not sufficient to carry them 
through those additional stages. 

Learning must be constant throughout our careers. Automation and changes in the 
workplace mean professionals must continually retool to stay relevant and competitive. 
Employers in every industry and profession are looking for higher ed and continuing ed 
providers to help their workers upskill. 

A discussion paper from the McKinsey Global Institute predicts that in the next ten to 
15 years, the need for new tech skills will accelerate. We will also need people who will 
develop, innovate and adapt those technologies. The paper asserts that, right now, 80% 
of the workforce doesn’t have the skills for most of the jobs that will be available in the 
next five to ten years. 

THE 60-YEAR CURRICULUM IS THE ANSWER. 



https://dce.harvard.edu/ https://ce.uci.edu/about/releases/pr.aspx?id=449 
https://www.continuum.uw.edu/programs https://provost.gatech.edu/educational-innovation/reports/lifetime-education/commitment 
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HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/ROVYBRANON?LANG=EN  

LEADERS OF THE MOVEMENT.

“The 60-year curriculum is really the organizing principle behind a lot of different trends 
in higher education, including the trend of being more accountable and very relevant to 
the work force needs of a particular region. It’s not just inward looking, in terms of 
students, but also outward looking in how the university can really help the community.” 

Dr. Gary Matkin, dean of the Division of Continuing Education and vice provost 
of the Division of Career Pathways at the University of California at Irvine

“Economic shifts, longevity, and the pace of technological change mean that everyone in 
every profession is expected – and often times required - to continuously retool their 
skills throughout their working life. This is the impetus for the 60-year curriculum…” 

Dr. Rovy Branon, Vice Provost for University of Washington Continuum College and president, UPCEA
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https://njtechweekly.com/at-shetek-conference-advice-to-women-seeking-careers-in-tech/ 

https://theengineering100.com/uw-continuum-college-vice-provost-rovy-branon-on-the-60-year-curriculum-for-engineers/ 

https://www.vbjusa.com/special-editions/business-forecast/job-hopping-lifelong-learning-top-2020s-workforce-trends/ 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/future-proofing-students-with-skills-that-really-matter/story-MbSXefXlVktklFl5McGhpO.html 

https://www.highereddive.com/news/how-colleges-are-adapting-to-workforce-development-mandates/541133/ 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/sheilacallaham/2020/07/28/online-learning-how-it-defines-education-for-students-of-all-ages/?s 
&sh=3bb11076625e 

https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2021/12/09/opinion-uw-continuum-college-talent-pipeline.html 

https://www.nextavenue.org/is-the-60-year-curriculum-the-future-of-learning/ https://workshift.opencampusmedia.org/building-the-60-year-curricu
lum-on-short-credentials/ 
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Learning: How It 
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for Students of 
All Ages 

READ MORE 

Business Journal 
Opinion: Fill the 
Talent Pipeline by 
Investing in Education 

READ MORE 

60 Years of 
Higher Ed 

READ MORE 

UW Continuum 
College Vice Provost 
Rovy Branon on the 
“60-Year Curriculum” 
for Engineers 

READ MORE 

Vancouver Business 
Journal: Job Hopping, 
Lifelong Learning 
Top 2020’s Workforce 
Trends 

READ MORE 

NJ Tech Weekly: At 
Shetek Conference, 
Advice to Women 
Seeking Careers 
in Tech 

READ MORE 

Hindustan Times: 
Future Proofing 
Students with Skills 
That Really Matter 

READ MORE 

Higher Ed Dive: How 
Colleges Are Adapting 
to Workforce 
Development 
Mandates 

READ MORE 

Next Avenue: Is the 
60-Year-Curriculum 
the Future of 
Learning? 

READ MORE 

Work Shift: 
Building the ‘60-year 
Curriculum’ on Short 
Credentials 

READ MORE 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/education/learning/60-year-curriculum-higher-education.html


https://www.chronicle.com/article/what-real-change-looks-like/ 

https://monitor.icef.com/2019/11/the-60-year-curriculum-and-the-elevation-of-career-services/ 

https://evolllution.com/revenue-streams/professional_development/the-60-year-curricu
lum-developing-new-educational-models-to-serve-the-agile-labor-market/ 

https://news.elearninginside.com/harvard-hosts-60-year-curriculum-symposium/ 

https://www.leadinglearning.com/episode-223-60-year-curriculum-chris-dede/ 

https://universitybusiness.com/how-the-60-year-curriculum-impacts-university-leaders/ 

https://evolllution.com/revenue-streams/extending_lifelong_learning/preparing-students-for-a-
lifelong-disruptive-future-the-60-year-curriculum/ 

https://cce.sydney.edu.au/60-year-curriculum 

https://moderncampus.com/blog/60-year-curriculum.html 

https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2021/02/jhj-online-education-takes-off 

https://ce.uci.edu/about/magazine/articles/su21-60YC.aspx 

https://extension.harvard.edu/blog/lifelong-learning-the-evolving-future-of-higher-education/ 

https://er.educause.edu/articles/2020/10/the-60-year-curriculum-a-strategic-response-to-a-crisis 

https://www.capturehighered.com/why-higher-ed-needs-a-60-year-curriculum/ 

https://wallyboston.com/60-year-curriculum/ 
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Leading Learning: 
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Curriculum 

READ MORE 

Harvard Magazine: 
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60-Year Curriculum 

READ MORE 

Harvard Extension 
School: Lifelong 
Learning: The 
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https://www.amazon.com/60-Year-Curriculum-Lifelong-Learning-Digital/dp/0367821273 
https://www.amazon.com/100-Year-Life-Living-Working-Longevity/dp/1472947320/ref=sr_1_1?crid=W1H2XZ0Y37CA&keywords=the+100-year+life+living+and+working+in+an+age+of+longevity&qid=1581876783&sprefix=the+100-year%2Caps%2C165&sr=8-1 

https://www.academicbriefing.com/scholarship/the-value-of-the-60-year-curriculum/ 
https://www.ecampusnews.com/2020/01/06/the-60-year-curriculum
-what-universities-should-do/2/ 

https://www.insidehighered.com/sponsored/evolving-space-continuing-education 
https://www.highereddive.com/news/how-colleges-are-adapting-to-workforce-development-mandates/541133/ 

https://www.academic-leader.com/topics/curriculum-planning/the-value-of-the-60-year-curriculum/ https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2018/11/16/why-longer-lives-require-relevant-accessible-curricula-throughout-long-careers 
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Academic Briefing: eCampusNews: The 
The Value of the 60-Year Curriculum: 
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Inside Higher Ed: 
Learning for 
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READ MORE 

*ONLY AVAILABLE VIA PAYWALL OR WITH APPROPRIATE CREDENTIALS 
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TEXTBOOKS 

The 60-Year Curriculum: New Models for The 100-Year Life: Living and Working 
Lifelong Learning in the Digital Economy in an Age of Longevity 
1st Edition by Lynda Gratton (Author), Andrew Scott (Author) 
by Christopher J. Dede (Editor), John Richards (Editor) 

READ MORE 
READ MORE 



https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/its-time-national-lifelong-learning-strategy-uk 

https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2019/10/30/editorial-continuing-ed/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/my-best-list-from-harvard-60-year-curriculum-workshop-leah-jewell/ 

https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/views/2020/01/15/why-2019-was-pivotal-year-degree 
https://www.citywatchla.com/index.php/dc-dispatch-hidden-2/19005-dr-dre-usc-among-those-disrupting-online-education 

https://www.vbjusa.com/special-editions/business-forecast/job-hopping-lifelong-learning-top-2020s-workforce-trends/ 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/manatee/2019/11/29/future-of-education-requires-new-way-of-thinking/2191264007/  
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Top 2020’s Workforce 
Trends 

READ MORE 

Forbes: How Online 
Learning Platforms 
Can Support Lifelong 
Learners and Drive 
Business 

READ MORE 
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https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/blogs/rethinking-higher-education/gps-learning-and-work
https://www.forbes.com/sites/theyec/2019/01/02/how-online-learning-platforms-can-support-lifelong-learners-and-drive-business/?sh=5305c7c3552b


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRlo-K7WQYk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjCU_-LoPMw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnVakupzIs4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwjIr_5Ipa0 
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/21c20201006/ 

https://studyportals.com/intelligence/bringing-harvard-online-part2/ 
https://resources.credly.com/blog/conversations-with-chris-dede 

https://extension.harvard.edu/blog/lifelong-learning-the-evolving-future-of-higher-education/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjCU_-LoPMw 
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https://archive.storycorps.org/interviews/the-importance-of-the-60-year-curriculum-in-higher-education/ https://open.spotify.com/episode/74Znwel5hVreBfkKE6zM8w?si=b51380NGRtKWn4LJQocPTg&nd=1 
https://silverliningforlearning.org/reflections-of-the-60-year-curriculum-creative-credentialing-and-the-continuum-c 
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http://www.100yearlife.com/ 
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https://leadinglearning.libsyn.com/2020/01
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKJzp5XAE9o
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2018-05-03-how-harvard-is-trying-to-update-the-extension-school-for-the-mooc-age
www.100yearlife.com



